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INTRODUCTION

This document serves as a road map for the 
development of a parks & greenway network 
throughout the Village of Marvin, NC. This chapter 
provides an overview of the plan background and 
purpose, vision, and goals. It also presents the benefits 
of parks and greenways and provides an overview of 
plan organization.

IN THIS CHAPTER:
a. Plan Background & Purpose
b. Plan Vision
c. Plan Goals
d. Benefits of Parks and Greenways
e. Plan Organization



PLAN BACKGROUND 
AND PURPOSE

The Village of Marvin, North Carolina, 
incorporated in 1994, initiated its first 
Parks and Greenways Master Plan in 
2008 to ensure responsible growth for 
park land and greenways and to provide 
maximum recreational opportunities for 
Village residents. This plan serves to 
update the 2008 Parks and Greenways 
Master Plan.

A park and greenway master plan 
establishes a long-term vision and 
guides recreation and open space 
conservation and development. This 
plan provides a framework for the 
park and greenway planning efforts 
that follow and will serve as the “glue” 
that connects individual park and 
greenway projects to each other. It 
is the basis for a number of strategic 
efforts aimed at addressing issues and 
opportunities regarding future park 
and recreation development within the 
Village of Marvin. The 2020 Village of 
Marvin Greenways Master Plan serves 
to coordinate action in a collaborative 
effort with developers, land trusts, 
environmental agencies, utility providers, 
private landowners, residents, and 
Village officials.
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QUICK FACTS

•	 The Village of Marvin was 
incorporated on July 1st, 1994.

•	 Marvin’s population is 7,016 as of 
2018 and covers approximately 3,330 
acres.

•	 The Village council is comprised of six 
members and meets twice a month.

•	 Marvin is protected by the Union 
County Sheriff’s Office and the 
Wesley Chapel Fire Department.

•	 Local schools that serve Marvin 
include: Marvin Elementary, Rea View 
Elementary, Sandy Ridge Elementary, 
Marvin Ridge Middle, and Marvin 
Ridge High.
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PLAN GOALS

1. CONNECTIVITY.  
Develop a multi-use greenway trail network that 
connects parks; civic, commercial and residential 
areas; and regional trails and facilities.

2. NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION. 
Incorporate existing natural areas into the 
greenway system, and encourage the dedication 
and preservation of riparian greenway corridors 
to ensure that water quality in all streams is 
protected from development activities.

3. QUALITY OF LIFE. 
Enhance quality of life through the provision of a 
public park and greenway system that provides 
adequate open space and facilities to meet the 
varied needs of the existing and future population 
of the Village of Marvin. 

4. PARTNERSHIPS. 
Collaborate with partners to encourage 
greenway and trail development within local road 
right-of ways, in combination with local utility 
development, and within planned communities. 

5. SUSTAINABILITY. 
Ensure long term sustainability through 
appropriate trail design incorporating safe road 
crossings and promote the development of a 
maintenance plan for parks and trails. 

6. POISED FOR GRANT FUNDING. 
Ensure grant competitiveness by adhering to any 
relevant grant funding guidelines.

PLAN VISION

A number of factors contribute to the 
high quality of life found in the Village 
of Marvin. A rural aesthetic; wide, open 
spaces; and a ‘small town’ feeling are 
some of the most noticeable features 
that have also made Marvin attractive 
to home buyers. With the steady growth 
and increase in the population of Marvin 
over the past several years, the Park and 
Greenway Master Plan for the Village 
will help preserve the character which 
so many current residents of Marvin 
treasure, as well as, plan for future 
recreational opportunities for this very 
special and unique community.

The Village of Marvin will nurture 
and promote the development of an 
interconnected multi-use greenway 

network of walking, running, and biking 
trails, to preserve the rural character 
of the area, conserve natural habitats, 

create a sense of community, and provide 
recreational opportunities for the 
residents of the Village of Marvin. 
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HEALTH BENEFITS

Trails and greenways provide an attractive,
safe, and accessible low or no cost place to walk, 
hike, jog, or bicycle. More parks and
green spaces lead directly to more physical 
activity by citizens. This gives people of all ages an 
opportunity to incorporate exercise into their daily 
routines. According to the U.S. Surgeon General, 
walking for as little as 60 minutes a day provides 
significant healthful benefits such as decreased 
body weight, increased stamina and improved 
flexibility. Providing recreational opportunities 
throughout the Village of Marvin will improve the 
mental and physical health of its residents. Trails 
and greenways can also positively contribute to a 
higher quality of life.

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS

Trails and greenways protect important habitat, 
improve water quality, and provide corridors for 
wildlife. One of the most significant environmental 
benefits Marvin will experience through the 
development of a new parks and greenway system 
is the preservation of open green space. Open 
green space provides a place for wildlife and 
botanical habitats, which in turn helps preserve 
local biological diversity. 

There are numerous reasons to promote parks, 
greenway and recreation development in the 
Village of Marvin, including economic, health, 
environmental, and transportation benefits.

ECONOMIC BENEFITS

An extensive body of research from across the 
country has determined that locations near 
greenways and open spaces see little to no 
negative impact on property values, and in 
many cases, the proximity can actually increase 
value and make the property more attractive to 
potential buyers. Below are a few examples of 
economic impacts:

The Impact of the Little Miami Scenic Trail 
on Single Family Residential Property Values 
(2008) 
•	 Proximity to the trail positively impacts 

property values. 
•	 Up to one mile away, for every foot closer 

to the Little Miami Scenic Trail a single-
family residential property is located, its 
total sale price increases by $7.05.

Greenway Proximity Study: A Look At Four 
Neighbourhoods in Surrey, British Columbia
(1980-2001)
•	 Neighboring greenways increase property 

value by $4,092 or 2.8 percent.

Assessing the Economic and Livability Value 
of Multi-Use Trails: A Case Study into the 
Tammany Trace Rail Trail in St. Tammany 
Parish, Louisiana (2015)
•	 Trailheads serve as community focal points 

and gathering places, contributing to a 
higher quality of life.

•	 The Rail Trail may or may not factor into 
more desired and/or higher home values 
when adjacent or close to the facility 
currently, but it is favorable that newer 
generations and retirees may increasingly 
seek to be closer to the trail.

People with young families will 
find the greenway an attractive 
amenity for a new home. 

“ 
” 

- Community Member

BENEFITS OF PARKS AND GREENWAYS
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PLAN ORGANIZATION

1 - INTRODUCTION
This chapter highlights the plan background, 
purpose, and goals. It summarizes the 
benefits of parks and greenways and 
provides an overview of plan organization. 

2 - DISCOVERY & ANALYSIS
Chapter 2 defines the study area and 
provides an overview of the opportunities 
and constraints that affect greenway trail 
development. 

3 - PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

This chapter highlights results from a 2019 
community survey.

4 - GREENWAY TRAIL CHARACTER
Chapter 4 visually defines the various trail types 
to be used throughout the greenway system and 
presents park classifications.

5 - RECOMMENDATIONS
This chapter is the heart of the plan and 
outlines specific greenway and park system 
recommendations.
 
6 - IMPLEMENTATION

The final chapter outlines a summary of greenway 
segments, probable costs, and priorities.

Water quality may also be improved by providing 
a green buffer which slows storm water runoff, 
thereby allowing the water to go through the 
earth’s natural filtering process. By protecting land 
along rivers and streams, greenways help filter 
pollution caused by agricultural and road runoff. 
These areas can often serve as natural floodplains. 
Finally, greenways and parks provide an outdoor 
classroom for environmental education projects. 
Studies have shown that children who are exposed 
to ecological and environmental issues remain 
interested and engaged as adults.

We need to preserve 
habitats and protect the 
wildlife in Marvin. 

“ 
” 

- Community Member

TRANSPORTATION BENEFITS

Trails and greenways serve as a crucial
element within a regional multi-modal
transportation system. These facilities provide 
efficient and safe connectors among civic, 
commercial, and residential land uses. By 
connecting the Village through destination points 
the greenway can offer a safe, environmentally 
friendly mode of transportation for non driving 
residents. Future transportation planning and 
development should be concentrated on providing 
a choice in mode of travel for local residents. 
National surveys by the Federal Highway 
Administration have shown that Americans are 
willing to walk as far as two miles to a destination, 
and bike as far as five miles. Considering that 63% 
of all travel trips made are of less than five miles in 
length, greenways can serve as viable alternatives 
to automobile travel.
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This chapter provides an analysis of existing conditions 
within the study area that influence greenway trail 
development. The chapter examines regional context 
followed by opportunities and constraints.

IN THIS CHAPTER:
a. Regional Context
b. Opportunities and Constraints

DISCOVERY &
ANALYSIS



REGIONAL CONTEXT
The Village of Marvin is located in the southern 
piedmont region of North Carolina within 
the growing Charlotte–Concord–Gastonia 
Metropolitan Statistical Area. The Village is 
situated just south of Charlotte, 15 miles from 
Monroe and Rock Hill, and 70 miles south of 
Hickory, Statesville, and Salisbury. The Village 
is also located near multiple thriving cities and 
towns, including Pineville, Matthews, Indian Trail, 
and Weddington (see Map 1: Marvin Geographic 
Context, page right).

AN EXPANDING REGIONAL TRAIL NETWORK

A growing network of planned and 
developed trails and greenways is 
supported throughout the region. 
The Carolina Thread Trail is a 
developing greenway trail system 
that encompasses 15 counties and 
over 1600 miles of planned trails.

While the Village of Marvin greenway 
and trail system is not included in the 
Carolina Thread Trail Master Plan, this 
local trail system will provide access 
to the larger trail network through 
connections in Mecklenburg and 
Union Counties.

A long term plan should be 
developed for the existing trails 
that connect to other greenway 
systems. 

“ 
” 

- Community Member
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Environmental features or community assets that are optimal for trail development and connectivity.
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CONSTRAINTS

1
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7
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10
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5

17

11
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High Speed Road Crossing

Busy Intersection Crossing

Tight Private Parcelization

High Speed Road Crossing

High Speed Road Crossing

Numerous Driveway Cuts

Tight Private Parcelization

Tight Private Parcelization

Tight Private Parcelization

High Speed Road Crossing

Tight Private Parcelization

Busy Intersection Crossing

Busy Intersection Crossing

Busy Intersection Crossing

High Speed Road Crossing

High Speed Road Crossing
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High Speed Road Crossing

High Speed Road Crossing

High Speed Road Crossing

High Speed Road Crossing
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Busy Intersection Crossing

High Speed Road Crossing
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1 The greenway must cross Joe Kerr Rd. to continue 
down Marvin Branch. 6 Trail C6 must cross numerous private driveways on 

Saddle Ave. to get from Marvin Branch to Marvin Rd.

23 Trails C17 and C20 must cross the intersection at New 
Town Market; no pedestrian infrastructure is present. 7 Portions of trail C8 must navigate through areas of 

tight private parcelization.

Natural or built features that present challenges, but do not necessarily preclude trail development.
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Public engagement is one of the most critical steps 
of the master planning process. The 2019 Community 
Survey provided an opportunity for the Village of 
Marvin’s staff, and appointed and elected officials to 
gain a better understanding of residents’ preferences 
for future development, growth, and community 
investment in the Village of Marvin.

The consultant team also presented a revised 
greenway route map and met with members of the 
Parks, Greenways & Recreation Advisory Board for 
input during the planning process. 

IN THIS CHAPTER:
a. 2019 Community Survey

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT



The 2019 Community Survey, administered via an online survey and paper survey available at Village Hall, 
included questions that addressed parks, greenways, recreation, and open space. The survey was limited to one 
survey per property owner. Postcards were mailed to 1,812 property owners and 333 respondents completed the 
survey between September 7 and October 7, 2019. Key survey findings can be found below. Complete survey 
results can be found in Appendix A.

2019 COMMUNITY SURVEY

16PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT VILLAGE OF MARVIN PARKS & GREENWAYS MASTER PLAN



17 PUBLIC ENGAGEMENTVILLAGE OF MARVIN PARKS & GREENWAYS MASTER PLAN





This chapter presents a visual display and technical 
cross-sections for greenway trail types and a 
description of park classifications.

IN THIS CHAPTER:
a. Trail Types
b. Park Classifications

GREENWAY TRAIL
CHARACTER & PARK 
CLASSIFICATIONS



GREENWAY TRAIL TYPES

TRAVEL LANE 8-12’ CONCRETE
GREENWAY

2-3’
SHOULDER

2-3’
SHOULDER

SWALE
WITH TREES

LANDSCAPE BUFFER

2:1 MAX CUT3:1 MAX SLOPE

The Village of Marvin Greenway network will feature four (4) different trail types. Specific trail types are proposed 
according to a trail’s surrounding environment and the opportunity for a meaningful user experience. 

The DOT Sidepath trail type is a 8-12 foot wide paved concrete or asphalt path with a 2-3 foot wide shoulder 
on each side. The trail is separated from vehicular traffic by a minimum 5 foot wide swale. The trail type is 
located along roadways.

DOT SIDEPATH
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8-12’ ASPHALT
GREENWAY

2-3’
SHOULDER

2-3’
SHOULDER

LANDSCAPE BUFFER

3:1 MAX SLOPE 3:1 MAX SLOPE

LANDSCAPE BUFFER

The Typical Greenway trail type is a 8-12 foot wide paved asphalt path with a 2-3 foot wide 
shoulder on each side. This trail type is located in overland and riparian corridors that will 
sustain moderate to heavy use. 

TYPICAL GREENWAY
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6-8’ CRUSHED
STONE PATH

2-3’
SHOULDER

2-3’
SHOULDER

LANDSCAPE BUFFERLANDSCAPE BUFFER

GREENWAY TRAIL TYPES (CONTINUED)

The Crushed Stone Path trail type is a 6-8 foot wide crushed stone path with a 2-3 foot 
wide shoulder on each side. This trail type is located in overland and riparian corridors that 
will sustain light to moderate use. 

CRUSHED STONE PATH
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4-8’ NATURAL
SURFACE TRAIL

2-3’
SHOULDER

2-3’
SHOULDER

LANDSCAPE BUFFERLANDSCAPE BUFFER

NATURAL SURFACE TRAIL

The Natural Surface Trail trail type is a 4-8 foot wide soil path with a 2-3 foot wide 
shoulder on each side. This trail type is located in overland and riparian corridors that 
will sustain light to moderate use. 
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GREENWAY 
(LINEAR PARKS)
Greenways serve many functions within the park 
and recreation system, providing recreation, 
environmental, and economic benefits to the 
community. They serve as links connecting parks 
and open space, provide bike and pedestrian 
paths for recreation, and create alternatives to 
conventional transportation. Environmentally, they 
establish natural habitat corridors and provide 
flood relief. Greenways also have been proven to 
enhance adjacent property value, often serving 
as a focal point in attracting new residents to the 
community. The emphasis for greenways is on 
trail usage and to provide connections between 
parks.

LOCATION CRITERIA
Land availability and opportunity are the primary 
factors determining location and size. “Natural” 
greenways generally follow suitable natural 
resource areas. Man-made greenways are 
corridors that are built as part of development 
projects or during the renovation of old 
development areas. Man-made greenways 
include residential subdivisions, revitalized 
riverfronts, abandoned railroad beds, old 
industrial sites, safe utility rights-of-way, pipeline 
easements, and collector parkway right-of-ways. 
Some boulevards and many parkways can also 
be considered man-made greenways if they 
exhibit park-like quality and provide off-road 
trail improvements. Since greenways are the 
preferred way to get people from their homes and 
into the parks, proximity between development 
areas and parks is important. The location of 
greenways is integral to the trail system plan, and 
in some cases, greenways can also be considered 
light traffic facilities.

PARK CLASSIFICATIONS
The following park classifications are suggested as guidelines for park and recreation facility 
development and have been developed based upon information found in Mertes and Hall’s Park 
Recreation and Open Space Guidelines:

SIZE CRITERIA
Although greenway corridor width can be as little 
as 25 feet in subdivisions, 50 feet is typically 
considered the minimum. Corridor widths over 
200 feet are considered optimal.

SELECTION CRITERIA/GUIDELINES
Ideally, natural corridors are sought out for 
greenway development. Because of availability, 
this is usually not feasible for a community. 
As a result, man-made greenways are then 
designed and built to fill this void. It is important 
to note that greenways may not always connect, 
primarily due to physical attributes of the land. 
Infrastructure should continue to create links and 
connections within the park system by putting a 
plan in place to fill voids in the park system. This 
can be accomplished by implementing sidewalks 
and urban bikeways as connections between 
parks, trails, and designated greenways.

GREENWAY USES
Greenways can be designed and developed for 
numerous uses. Some of the most prominent 
activities include hiking, walking, jogging, 
bicycling and in-line skating. Successful 
greenways begin to change recreational 
behaviors and transportation demands by 
exposing new recreational opportunities for the 
local residents which also serve as alternatives to 
conventional transportation.

USABLE PUBLIC OPEN 
SPACE / GREENSPACE
Usable public open space is municipal land 
(typically part of a greenway system) that is easily 
accessible and usable by the general public for 
both passive and active recreation. 
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Usable open space and greenspace differ from 
open space in that open space is simply any land 
not occupied by a structure. Open space is not 
intended for recreational activity. Usable open 
space serves as nodal points of destination.

LOCATION CRITERIA
Usable public open space and greenspace can 
range in a variety of shapes and sizes, ranging 
from expansive natural areas to a small urban 
greenspace. Usable public open space and 
greenspace play a vital roll in providing key 
connections and nodes within a greenway system. 
Therefore, a strategic acquisition program must be 
in place to locate and secure efficient and effective 
links within the existing urban fabric.

SIZE CRITERIA
Public open space can be developed on a variety 
of land sizes and shapes. More important than size 
or location, availability and proximity to other parks 
within the greenway system are primary factors in 
land acquisition.

SELECTION CRITERIA/GUIDELINES
As stated above, location and availability are 
keys for the development of usable public open/
greenspace. The practical limit of acreage set 
aside under this classification lies in resource 
quality, availability, development consideration 
and acquisition costs. Often, degraded land or 
underutilized industrial sites can be readapted into 
the open space network.

USABLE PUBLIC OPEN SPACE AND 
GREENSPACE USES
A variety of passive uses and environmental 
benefits can be provided within usable public 
open space/greenspace parks. Passive recreation 
activities include picnicking, hiking, nature tours and 
dog walking. Passive parks are fit within the context 
of their surroundings, be they urban or natural. 
Many times environmental concepts, such as 
wetland mitigation and natural habitat preservation, 
are incorporated into these parks.

MINI PARKS
Mini Parks are the smallest park classification and 
are used to address limited or isolated needs.

The following are examples of a mini park:
•	 A landscaped public use area in an industrial 

and/or commercial area.
•	 Scenic overlooks.
•	 A play area adjacent to a downtown shopping 

area.
These mini parks contain a variety of active and 
passive recreation. Types of amenities include 
playgrounds, picnic areas, and green space.

LOCATION CRITERIA
Mini parks supply a specific need to their immediate 
environment; therefore, their location can vary 
depending on its intended use. The area mini 
parks serve are typically less than a quarter-mile 
in radius. Consequently, they are strategically 
placed. Because mini parks are located in a higher 
density area, easy accessibility by way of trails 
and sidewalks is an important component in the 
development of these parks.

SIZE CRITERIA
Mini parks are generally between 2,500 square feet 
to one acre in size.

SELECTION CRITERIA/GUIDELINES
The selection criteria for mini parks include the 
need for pedestrian access to and from the 
surrounding area and strong linkages to adjacent 
trail and sidewalk systems.

MINI PARK DEVELOPMENT
Generally, mini parks have no standardized design 
criteria. Usually, design is dictated by the site’s 
location, topography, and intended recreational 
activities. Typical facilities may include:
•	 Playground
•	 Open Space Area/Nature Exploration Area
•	 Picnic Area
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PARK CLASSIFICATIONS (CONTINUED)

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SERVICE 
STANDARD
1 acre per 1,000 people

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS
Neighborhood parks are the basic unit of the 
comprehensive park system. They should be 
developed for both active and passive recreation, 
addressing the needs of the local neighborhood 
residents. Neighborhood parks should be designed 
to enhance the “sense of place” and fit within the 
fabric of the neighborhood to which they belong.

LOCATION CRITERIA
Neighborhood parks should be centrally located, 
serving a quarter-mile to half-mile radius area. 
However, features such as topography or population 
density also influence a neighborhood park’s size 
and service area. Frequently, neighborhood parks 
are developed adjacent to an elementary school.

SIZE CRITERIA
The general rule is that neighborhood parks range 
between 5 and 15 acres in size, large enough to 
accommodate a variety of recreational opportunities 
and programs. More important than size is how the 
park fits into the neighboring housing context.

SELECTION CRITERIA/GUIDELINES
The primary component for selection of a 
neighborhood park is its location within the park 
system, but more importantly, its neighborhood. It 
is imperative that a neighborhood park be easily 
accessible to the neighborhood it serves, through 
pedestrian or vehicular access.

NEIGHBORHOOD PARK DEVELOPMENT
Development of a neighborhood park should seek 
to achieve a balance between active and passive 
park uses. Active recreational facilities are intended 
to be used in an informal and unstructured manner. 

With the exception of limited use by youth teams, a 
neighborhood park is not intended to be used for 
programmed activities that result in overuse, noise, 
parking and congestion.

Menus of potential active recreation facilities 
include play structures, court games, informal play 
space, tennis courts, volleyball courts, shuffleboard 
courts, horseshoe area, ice skating area, wading 
pool and activity room. Facilities for passive 
activities include trails, picnic/sitting areas, open 
space and people watching areas. As a gen- eral 
rule, active recreation facilities should consume 
roughly 50% of the park’s acreage. The remaining 
50% should be used for passive activities. Typical 
facilities may include:
•	 1 ball field
•	 Walking path (half-mile)
•	 Basketball court
•	 Picnic area
•	 Playground
•	 Open space area/nature exploration area (1 

acre minimum)

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SERVICE 
STANDARD
5 acres per 1,000 people

SINGLE-USE PARK
These parks are dedicated areas for a singular 
activity such basketball or swimming. Other kinds of 
single-use parks include:
•	 Nature preserves
•	 Boat landing and marinas
•	 Golf course
•	 Equestrian facilities

LOCATION CRITERIA
Locations for single-use parks vary and can be 
located throughout the park system.
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SIZE CRITERIA
Single-use parks can vary greatly in size from the 
small, one-acre park to larger 100- acre natural 
areas.

SELECTION CRITERIA/GUIDELINES
The selection criteria for single-use parks are based 
upon special characteristics that define the parks 
and their intended special recreational uses.

SINGLE-USE PARK DEVELOPMENT
Single-use parks have no required design criteria. 
The design criteria for single-use parks are dictated 
by site location, topography and recreational activity 
to be provided.

LEVEL OF SERVICE STANDARD
Varies per use.

SCHOOL DISTRICT PARKS
School district parks are parks that are developed 
on school property. This type of park combines 
the resources of two public agencies, the school 
district and the municipality, and supply recreational 
facilities in a more cost-effective way.

LOCATION CRITERIA
Because school district parks are developed on 
school property, the location of the school dictates 
how the park is integrated within the community. 
The types of facilities in the park will determine use 
rates and programming opportunities.

SIZE CRITERIA
The general rule is that school parks typically range 
from five to 15 acres in size; however, the size and 
availability of school property usually dictates the 
size of the parks.

SELECTION CRITERIA/GUIDELINES
The size of a school park is determined by its 
optimum use. Usually, school parks are generally 
anywhere from five acres to 15 acres in size.

SCHOOL PARK DEVELOPMENT
School district parks can be used in a variety of 
ways. They can serve the immediate neighborhood 
within walking distance or play host to larger 
athletic or park events such as organized league 
play or larger picnic gatherings. Typical facilities 
may include:
•	 1 Baseball Field
•	 1 Soccer/Multi-Purpose Field
•	 1 Playground
•	 1 Basketball Courts
•	 2 Tennis Courts
•	 Walking Path/Trail (half- mile)
•	 Open Space Area/Nature Exploration Area (1 

acre minimum)

RECOMMENDED LEVEL OF SERVICE 
STANDARD

10 acres/1,000 people
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This chapter is the heart of the plan and outlines specific 
greenway trail alignments and park locations.

IN THIS CHAPTER:

C H A P T E R  F I V E

a. Greenway Trail System Recommendations
b. Park and Trailhead Recommendations 
c. Route Summary Matrix

RECOMMENDATIONS



Each greenway recommendation is designated as either a Spine (S) or Connector (C) Trail. The Spine Trail 
serves as the backbone of the larger greenway network. Connector Trails are routes that connect the 
Spine Trail to other key assets. A description for each proposed trail is subsequently provided, including 
the recommended trail type and estimate of probable cost. Cost estimates are projected to account for 
increased costs of construction and inflation in the future. An overview of the greenway system is provided 
on Map 4 (see page right).  

MARVIN LOOP
Trail Type(s): DOT Sidepath, Typical Greenway 
Approximate Existing Distance: 8,662 lf (1.64 miles)
Approximate Total Distance: 19,715 lf (3.73 miles)
Estimate of Probable Cost: $2,210,600

The Marvin Loop Trail follows New Town, 
Marvin School, Joe Kerr, and Marvin Roads. 
Approximately 40% of the Loop is complete. 
Significant destinations along trail S1 are Marvin 
Elementary School and the Village Hall. 

WAXHAW MARVIN GREENWAY
Trail Type(s): DOT Sidepath, Typical Greenway 
Approximate Total Distance: 18,676 lf (3.54 miles) 
Estimate of Probable Cost: $3,735,200

The Waxhaw Marvin Greenway extends from 
the Waxhaw Marvin Road and New Town Road 
intersection to the southern Village limits along 
Waxhaw Marvin Road. This trail will ultimately 
connect the Marvin Loop (S1), Sandy Ridge 
Elementary School, and Marvin Ridge High/
Middle School.

Spine Length: 7.27 miles    Connectors Length: 27.59 miles    
Total Greenway System Length: 34.86 miles    Total Existing Trails Length: 4.13 miles    

Estimated Cost to Complete Greenway System: $20,512,400

QUICK FACTS

NORTH MCBRIDE 
BRANCH GREENWAY
Trail Type(s): Crushed Stone Path 
Approximate Total Distance: 2,337 lf (0.44 miles)
Estimate of Probable Cost: $186,960

Trail C1 extends on the north side of McBride Branch 
from Tom Short Road to a proposed park on Six Mile 
Creek and Mecklenburg County’s future Six Mile 
Creek Greenway.

TULLAMORE TRAIL
Trail Type(s): Crushed Stone Path
Approximate Existing Distance: 1,144 lf (0.22 miles)
Approximate Total Distance: 6,568 lf (1.25 miles)
Estimate of Probable Cost: $433,920

Trail C2 extends around the Tullamore Subdivision 
on the south side of McBride Branch. A short portion 
of the trail is complete and easements have been 
secured for the remainder of it.

GREENWAY TRAIL SYSTEM RECOMMENDATIONS
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GREENWAY TRAIL SYSTEM RECOMMENDATIONS (CONT.)

WYNDHAM HALL GREENWAY
Trail Type(s): DOT Sidepath, Crushed Stone Path
Approximate Total Distance: 6,042 lf (1.14 miles)
Estimate of Probable Cost: $606,360

Trail C3 extends along a riparian corridor from 
Tom Short Road to Marvin School Road then 
follows Marvin School Road to the Marvin Loop 
(S1).

MARVIN BRANCH GREENWAY
Trail Type(s): Crushed Stone Path
Approximate Existing Distance: 1,708 lf (0.32 miles)
Approximate Total Distance: 10,252 lf (1.94 miles)
Estimate of Probable Cost: $683,520

Trail C4 extends along Marvin Branch from the 
intersection of New Town and Marvin School 
Roads to Six Mile Creek. The Marvin Branch 
Greenway completes multiple loops with trails S1, 
C6, and C7.

SIX MILE CREEK CONNECTOR
Trail Type(s): DOT Sidepath
Approximate Total Distance: 1,508 lf (0.29 miles)
Estimate of Probable Cost: $301,600

Trail C5 extends from the intersection Joe Kerr 
and Marvin Roads to the existing Six Mile Creek 
Greenway along Marvin Road.

SADDLE AVENUE CONNECTOR
Trail Type(s): Sharrow - on road
Approximate Total Distance: 2,521 lf (0.48 miles)
Estimate of Probable Cost: $TBD

Trail C6 extends along Saddle Avenue from 
the intersection of Saddle Avenue and Marvin 
Road to Marvin Branch and trail C4. The Saddle 
Avenue Connector completes multiple loops with 
trails S1 and C4.

PRESERVE TRAIL
Trail Type(s): Crushed Stone Path
Approximate Existing Distance: 2,411 lf (0.46 miles)
Approximate Total Distance: 6,408 lf (1.22 miles)
Estimate of Probable Cost: $319,760

Trail C7 extends behind the Village Hall and creates 
a short loop with trail C4. A short portion of the trail 
is complete and easements have been secured for 
the remainder of it.
 

WOODLAND FOREST CONNECTOR
Trail Type(s): DOT Sidepath, Typical Greenway, 
Crushed Stone Path
Approximate Total Distance: 8,622 lf (1.63 miles)
Estimate of Probable Cost: $793,200

Trail C8 extends from Marvin Road to New Town 
Road. The Woodland Forest Connector completes 
a loop with the Marvin Loop (S1) and trail C9. A 
couple of spurs on C8 complete shorter loops and 
connections in this area.

MARVIN LOOP CONNECTOR
Trail Type(s): DOT Sidepath, Typical Greenway
Approximate Total Distance: 4,201 lf (0.8 miles)
Estimate of Probable Cost: $840,200

Trail C9 extends from the NC/SC state line to the 
intersection of Marvin and New Town Roads. The 
Saddle Avenue Connector completes multiple loops 
with the Marvin Loop (S1) and trail C8.

BROADMOOR GREENWAY
Trail Type(s): DOT Sidepath, Typical Greenway,  
Crushed Stone Path
Approximate Total Distance: 8,169 lf (1.55 miles)
Estimate of Probable Cost: $787,680

Trail C10 creates a loop with the Marvin Waxhaw 
Greenway (S2). 
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CRANE ROAD GREENWAY
Trail Type(s): DOT Sidepath
Approximate Total Distance: 8,277 lf (1.57 miles)
Estimate of Probable Cost: $1,655,400

Trail C11 extends along Crane Road from New 
Town Road Greenway (C20) to the Waxhaw 
Marvin Greenway (S2). It also connects to trails 
C12 and C18. Marvin Ridge High/Middle School 
is a significant destination along the Crane Road 
Greenway.

COWHORN BRANCH GREENWAY
Trail Type(s): Crushed Stone Path
Approximate Total Distance: 8,788 lf (1.66 miles)
Estimate of Probable Cost: $703,040

Trail C12 connects with and extends along 
Cowhorn Branch from Crane Road Greenway 
(C11) to Waxhaw Marvin Greenway (S2). The 
Cowhorn Branch Greenway completes multiple 
loops with trails S2, C11, and C18.

CHIMNEYS TRAIL
Trail Type(s): Natural Surface Trail
Approximate Existing Distance: 6,641 lf (1.26 miles)
Approximate Total Distance: 9,823 lf (1.86 miles)
Estimate of Probable Cost: $79,550

Trail C13 extends from the Powerline Trail (C18) 
to Waxhaw Marvin Greenway (S2). Sandy Ridge 
Elementary is a significant destination at the 
terminus of the trail.

 
TAR KILN BRANCH CONNECTOR
Trail Type(s): Sharrow, Natural Surface Trail
Approximate Total Distance: 7,556 lf (1.43 miles)
Estimate of Probable Cost: TBD

Trail C14 extends from the Chimneys Trail 
(C13) to Waxhaw Marvin Greenway (S2) along 
Sandalwood and Laurelwood Lanes. The Tar Kiln 
Branch Connector.

BONDS GROVE CHURCH GREENWAY
Trail Type(s): DOT Sidepath, Typical Greenway
Approximate Existing Distance: 465 lf (0.09 miles)
Approximate Total Distance: 6,753 lf (1.29 miles)
Estimate of Probable Cost: $1,257,600

Trail C15 extends along Bonds Grove Church Road 
from Waxhaw Marvin Greenway (S2) to Providence 
Road Greenway (C17). It also connects to trail C16 
and completes multiple loops with trails S2, C11, 
C16, C17, and C18.

BELLE GROVE TRAIL
Trail Type(s): Crushed Stone Path
Approximate Total Distance: 2.052 lf (0.39 miles)
Estimate of Probable Cost: $164,160

Trail C16 extends overland from Bonds Grove 
Church Greenway (C15) to Powerline Trail (C18).

 
PROVIDENCE ROAD GREENWAY
Trail Type(s): DOT Sidepath, Typical Greenway
Approximate Existing Distance: 752 lf (0.14 miles)
Approximate Total Distance: 4,773 lf (0.90 miles)
Estimate of Probable Cost: $954,600

Trail C17 extends from Bonds Grove Church 
Greenway (C15) to New Town Road Greenway (C20) 
along Providence Road.

POWERLINE TRAIL
Trail Type(s): Natural Surface Trail
Approximate Total Distance: 18,530 lf (3.51 miles)
Estimate of Probable Cost: $463,250

Trail C18 extends along the Duke Energy right of 
way from the Chimneys Trail (C13) to Broomes Old 
Mill Connector (C19). The Powerline Trail provides 
connections to a number of other trails in the 
Marvin Greenway System.

C14

C18

C13

C17

C12
C16

C11 C15
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GREENWAY TRAIL SYSTEM RECOMMENDATIONS (CONT.)

 
BROOMES OLD MILL CONNECTOR
Trail Type(s): DOT Sidepath
Approximate Total Distance: 3,852 lf (0.73 miles)
Estimate of Probable Cost: $770,400

Trail C19 extends from the Powerline Trail (C18) to 
New Town Road Greenway (C20) along Broomes 
Old Mill Road.

CHIMNEYS TRAILHEAD
Location: Intersection of Henry Nesbit and 
Waxhaw Marvin Roads

The Chimneys Trailhead is proposed at the 
western terminus of the Powerline Trail (C18). It 
will provide direct access to the Waxhaw Marvin 
Greenway (S2) and Chimneys Trail (C13).

PARK AND TRAILHEAD RECOMMENDATIONS 
Park recommendations are based on strategically located vacant parcels that have been identified as 
potential park acquisitions (see map4, p. 31). These parks can serve as trailheads for the Village of Marvin 
greenway trail system and offer additional facilities as needed.

MCBRIDE BRANCH PARK
Location: Rae Road 

The proposed Mcbride Branch Park will serve 
as a trailhead in northern Marvin. It will provide 
direct access to the North McBride Branch 
Greenway (C1) and Tullamore Trail (C2).

STATE LINE PARK
Location: Intersection of Stacy Howie and 
Waxhaw Marvin Roads 

The State Line Park will serve as a central 
trailhead along the Waxhaw Marvin Greenway 
(S2). It will also provide direct access to the State 
Line Connector (C10).

NEW TOWN ROAD GREENWAY
Trail Type(s): DOT Sidepath
Approximate Total Distance: 17,827 lf (3.38 miles)
Estimate of Probable Cost: $3,565,400 
The New Town Road Greenway extends from 
the Marvin Loop (S1) to the Broomes Old Mill 
Connector (C19). This trail will ultimately connect 
the Village of Marvin greenway system to Marvin 
Efird Park.
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1

TTrraaiill
SSeeggmmeenntt NNaammee TTrraaiill TTyyppee LLeennggtthh

((lliinneeaarr  ffeeeett))
LLeennggtthh
((mmiilleess)) LLooccaattiioonn

S1 Marvin Loop DOT Sidepath/
Typical Greenway 19,715 3.73 Along Marvin School, Joe Kerr, 

Marvin, and New Town Roads

S2 Waxhaw Marvin Greenway DOT Sidepath/ Typical 
Greenway 18,676 3.54 Along Waxhaw Marvin Road

C1 North McBride Branch 
Greenway Crushed Stone Path 2,337 0.44 Along north side of McBride Branch

C2 Tullamore Trail Crushed Stone Path 6,568 1.25 Off road

C3 Wyndham Hall Greenway DOT Sidepath/
Crushed Stone Path 6,042 1.14 Riparian corridor and along Marvin 

School Road

C4 Marvin Branch Greenway Crushed Stone Path 10,252 1.94 Along Marvin Branch

C5 Six Mile Creek Connector DOT Sidepath 1,508 0.29 Along Marvin Road

C6 Saddle Avenue Connector Sharrow - on road 2,521 0.48 Along/on Saddle Avenue

C7 Preserve Trail Crushed Stone Path 6,408 1.22 Off road

C8 Woodland Forest 
Connector

DOT Sidepath/ Typical 
Greenway/ Crushed 
Stone Path

8,622 1.63 Off road and along Woodland 
Forest Road

C9 Marvin Loop Connector DOT Sidepath/
Typical Greenway 4,201 0.80 Along New Town Road

C10 Broadmoor Greenway
DOT Sidepath/ Typical 
Greenway/ Crushed 
Stone Path

8,169 1.55 Off road and along Stacy Howie 
Road

C11 Crane Road Greenway DOT Sidepath 8,277 1.57 Along Crane Road

C12 Cowhorn Branch Greenway Crushed Stone Path 8,788 1.66 Off road

C13 Chimneys Trail Natural Surface Trail 9,823 1.86 Off road

C14 Tar Kiln Branch Connector Natural Surface Trail/
Sharrow - on road 7,556 1.43 Off road and along Sandalwood 

and Lauralwood Lanes

C15 Bonds Grove Church 
Greenway

DOT Sidepath and 
Typical Greenway 6,753 1.29 Along Bonds Grove Church Road

C16 Belle Grove Trail Crushed Stone Path 2,052 0.39 Off road

C17 Providence Road Greenway DOT Sidepath and 
Typical Greenway 5,525 1.04 Along Providence Road

C18 Powerline Trail Natural Surface Trail 18,530 3.51 Duke Power ROW and along Henry 
Nesbit Road

C19 Broomes Old Mill 
Connector DOT Sidepath 3,852 0.73 Along Broomes Old Mill Road

C20 New Town Road Greenway DOT Sidepath 17,827 3.38 Along New Town Road

TToottaall  LLeennggtthh  ((mmiilleess)) 34.86

ROUTE SUMMARY MATRIX 
Trail 

Segment Name Trail Type Length
(linear feet)

Length
(miles) Location
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This chapter highlights general implementation actions and 
funding opportunities. The chapter also provides a project 
prioritization matrix that outlines a summary of trail and 
greenway segments, probable costs, and priorities.

IN THIS CHAPTER:

C H A P T E R  S I X

a. General Implementation Actions
b. Funding Opportunities
c. Project Prioritization Matrix

IMPLEMENTATION



grant funding opportunities

1. FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
The Village should seek a variety of funding 
sources for implementation of the master plan. 
Multiple funding opportunities should be explored 
due to the different trail types and locations 
outlined in this plan.

2. SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE
The Village should continue to implement 
and further refine their subdivision ordinance 
to ensure that future growth supports park 
and greenway development and open space 
dedication.

3. LANDOWNER OUTREACH
Landowner outreach and engagement will be 
necessary for some routes. Coordination with 
NCDOT will be important for greenway connections 
planned within NCDOT right-of-ways.

4. DEDICATED STAFF CAPACITY
The Village of Marvin must dedicate staff capacity 
to successfully implement the Marvin Parks and 
Greenways Master Plan. Grant writing, landowner 
outreach, and NCDOT coordination will all be 
important responsibilities for Village staff in order to 
implement the plan.

GENERAL IMPLEMENTATION ACTIONS
The Village of Marvin must work diligently to make the Marvin Parks and Greenways Master Plan vision 
a reality. The Village can take the following general actions to move toward plan implementation:

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
Identifying the funding to build or expand municipal greenway and trail systems can be a challenging 
effort given the realities of any town’s budgetary constraints. The secret, however, is to be innovative 
and creative to leverage specific local funding sources to take advantage of federal and state funds, 
private developer fees, and even in-kind donations of land or funds to build and/or improve recreational 
facilities.

Many federal, state, and foundation grants have a recreation, environment, or health and wellness 
focus. Greenways and trails typically address all three of these focus areas. Project development should 
include a grant funding strategy that takes advantage of every grant cycle for the potential funding 
sources outlined in the funding opportunities matrix.

38IMPLEMENTATION VILLAGE OF MARVIN PARKS & GREENWAYS MASTER PLAN



FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES MATRIX

PROJECT PRIORITIZATION MATRIX
Each greenway and trail segment is further divided into sub-segments for implementation purposes. 
The trail type, length, status, probable cost, start/end points, and priority are listed for each sub-
segment. The trail status was defined as existing, programmed, or proposed. Easements for 
programmed trails are secured. Probable costs were reflected based on the following linear foot unit 
price:  DOT Sidepath ($200/LF); Typical Greenway ($200/LF); Crushed Stone Path ($80/LF); and Natural 
Surface Trail ($25/LF). Cost estimates are projected to account for increased costs of construction and 
inflation in the future.

Sub-segment priority varied depending on trail status, connections to existing trails, and connections to 
destinations. Priority is defined by the following implementation timeline: short-term (1-5 years); mid-
term (5-10 years); and long-term (10+ years). Existing trail sub-segments are not included in the total 
lengths in the matrix.

1

PPaarrttnneerrsshhiipp  FFuunnddiinngg  AAggeennccyy VViillllaaggee  ooff  MMaarrvviinn  GGrreeeennwwaayy  
SSyysstteemm  IImmpplliiccaattiioonnss MMaaxxiimmuumm  AAmmoouunntt

MMaattcchhiinngg  
FFuunnddss  

RReeqquuiirreedd

AApppplliiccaattiioonn  
DDeeaaddlliinneess

Recreational Trails Program (RTP) All types of trails and greenways $100,000 25% Spring

NC Parks and Recreation Trust Fund 
(PARTF)

All types of parks, trails, and 
recreation facilities $500,000 50% May

NC Water Resources Development Grant 
(NCWR)

Greenways along waterways and in 
riparian corridors $200,000 50% January/June

People for Bikes Community Grant Bicycle infrastructure projects $10,000 50% January/July

Partnership Funding Agency Village of Marvin Greenway 
System Implications Maximum Amount Application 

Deadlines

Matching 
Funds 

Required

Trail Status "Length 
(linear feet)

Length 
(miles)

Existing 21,783 4.13

Programmed 25,191 4.77

Proposed 137,028 25.95

Priority Length 
(linear feet)

Length 
(miles)

Probable 
Cost

Short 56,459 10.69 $6,934,510

Mid 49,045 9.29 $5,485,485

Long 51,942 9.84 $7,137,805

TRAIL STATUS PRIORITY

Note: Lengths of existing trails are not included in totals.
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PROJECT PRIORITIZATION MATRIX
Note: Lengths of existing trails are not included in totals.
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PROJECT PRIORITIZATION MATRIX (CONTINUED)
Note: Lengths of existing trails are not included in totals.
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44DISCOVERY & ANALYSIS VILLAGE OF MARVIN PARKS & GREENWAYS MASTER PLAN



This chapter presents the 2019 community survey 
instrument and report with a summary of survey results.

IN THIS CHAPTER:
a. 2019 Community Survey
b. 2019 Community Survey Report & Results



APPENDIX A - 2019 COMMUNITY SURVEY
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APPENDIX B - 2019 COMMUNITY SURVEY REPORT & RESULTS
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